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BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Today's date is 

December 28, 2001. The time is 1:38 p.m. This is 

Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan from the Safety 

Battalion of the Fire Department of the City of 

New York. I'm conducting an interview with Todd 

Fredrickson, Firefighter from Ladder 43 in the 

quarters of Ladder 43. 

Q. Todd, just tell your story as you recall it 
from September 11. 

A. We responded down West Side Highway, we 
didn't get that close because there were so many rigs 
backed up, so we got out of the rig. We started 
walking down. We got pretty much to West and Vesey 
when the building collapsed. A big cloud of smoke was 
coming down. We tried forcing the gate right next toa 
building in an effort to get everybody that was running 
down the street into somewhere that was a little more 
secluded. 

But by the time we were getting through the 
gate, the cloud was already on us. I guess guys didn't 
know if it was going to be hot or not. Some guys were 
putting their mask on. It wound up not being hot and 
we just started making our way down the street towards 


the World Trade Center. On the way down there was a 
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cop. I guess we had jumped in the back of his police 
car, which I guess you can't get out of once you got 
in. 

We got him out of there and then we just kept 
walking down. There was a bunch of fires all over the 
place. Stuff burning across the street, cars, cars, 
rigs. It was -- someone gave a signal for an EMS, the 
police emergency unit, whatever it's called. 


Q. A 10-13? 


A. No, whatever the police's rig. Emergency 
response. 
Q. ESU? 


A. Yes, ESU. They had one of their rigs on 
fire. They said there was ammunition in there so we 
were stretching a line there initially to put that 
out. I started jumping up on rigs and just putting the 
deck guns on and spraying it wherever there was fire. 
It was all over. Then we realized that that wasn't 
really what was important right now so we started 
moving towards the rubble. 

Someone gave a Mayday. I guess it was 
someone trapped under one of the pedestrian bridges. 
We started to go under there to look. One of the 


Chiefs pulled us out of there. He said don't go under 
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there. I saw them -- it was pretty chaotic. So we 
started to move towards, I believe it was this 
building, it was a black building, US customs 
building. That was still standing or relatively still 
standing. I'm not sure if it was the lower portion of 
one of the buildings, like a vestibule. It was like 4 
or 5 stories. 

We put a ladder up. We went up there and 
there was a fireman that had been killed. He was 
obviously dead and we just put a -- his jacket over him 
and then we just kept searching. We hooked up with one 
of the Chiefs there, Mark Ferran. Me, Lieutenant 
Rohan, who else was there, Johnny Colon and the Chief 
were all up there. We had radio contact with Chief 
Picciotto and a couple of guys he was trapped with. We 
had no idea where they were. They were telling us 
where they were, but we didn't really know what 
everything was, because we are not familiar with the 
layout down there and it was very confusing as far as 
the rubble was all piled on top of everything. 

So they said they were probably on the fifth, 
sixth floor of a building in the stairwell, so we 
started searching. We got up on that vestibule. We 


were searching in there. We couldn't really find -- we 
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couldn't really get a good idea where we were going. 
We decided we would pull out of there and we searched 
for a while in there and a couple of stairwells and we 
realized that it probably wasn't even the right 
building, so we went back down and I think we came out 
back where we were. We came out on Vesey Street. 

Then we decided to grab some tools and then 
we started heading down towards Church Street. Then we 
made a right on Trinity and we came in through the 
other side. A lot of it I'm confused about, where I 
was at particular times. We actually wound up coming 
down in through that underground area, promenade, I 
don't know what they call it, the lower portion of the 
Trade Center. Like there is a little mall down there. 

We were just trying to get to where we 
thought they would be, so we came into this one area 
down below there. We sort of split up. The Chief and 
myself went up through this hole. Everybody else 
followed Lieutenant Rohan. We had hooked up with a 
couple of guys from our company, Bobby Markardt, a 
couple of other guys. I think Mike Regan was with 
them, I think Johnny Colon was there. Tom Corrigan. 
They had went into an escalator, they went sort of 


under the rubble and up an escalator. They went one 
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way. We sort of branched out to try to have two prongs 
of getting them. 

Me and the Chief went up through this hole up 
into the rubble and on top of the rubble. At that 
point, there was a security guard that was stumbling 
through the rubble and there was a fireman who had 
-- he had his bunker pants on and a T-shirt, and his 
suspenders. Everything else was missing. He was in 
bad shape. I was the only guy that had a mask on at 
that point. 

I had it with me. I wasn't wearing it, and 
the Chief and other guys come and blow because there 
was still a lot of smoke in there and there was all 
smoke and it was hot. Chief is like, take these guys 
out. I took two guys. Actually there was another 
fireman there. I don't know what company he was from. 
This is after the buildings fell. 

Me and that other fireman took -- actually 
the other fireman, I know what company he was from, but 
he said he was in the subway when it collapsed. He 
wasn't in the collapse itself, but he was -- I guess he 
just hugged the wall and he thought he was in badder 
shape than he was and he finally came up the subway and 


I just sort of wound up hooking up with him. 
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Me and him dragged -- we got a security guard 
who could walk and the other guy was in bad shape. We 
dragged him out. He kept laying down and saying leave 
me. Leave me. I'm going to die. I said listen, get 
up, because there is other people that want to get out 
of here, so don't fucking play this game. He thought 
he was in the movies or something. 

We dragged him out, we didn't go out the same 
way we came in. We went down the subway and back up 
the subway. I'm not really sure where we came out. 

I'm going to say we came out back over here because I 
was going in the original direction, then I ran into 
some firemen and they said your best way out is down 
the subway and back up. We took those two guys down, 
laid them in the street and one guy they just put in 
the ambulance and the other guy was just getting 
treatment. 

Q. That was probably Church Street where you are 
talking about? 

A. I'm going to say it was Church Street. 
Actually there was a picture in Time Magazine of just 
where we had brought the guy out. I don't Know -- 
there was a subway station right there. I don't really 


know where it was, but assuming it was there, I grabbed 


T. FREDRICKSON 


a bottle of water and then I started heading back. 

As I was going back, the Chief, he got turned 
around in the smoke or something and he couldn't find 
the hole that we came back up. So I started making a 
move towards him a little quicker. On my way there, 
they were pulling everybody out. So the Chief is like, 
you can't go in there, you can't go in there. I'm like 
well, there is a Chief trapped in there. I guess they 
thought that I was delirious or something. They are 
like oh, no, we searched in there. I'm like all 
right. Whatever. I wasn't going to stand there and 
argue with them, so I just kept going to where the hole 
I went in. 

Went back up that hole. The Chief was -- I 
had to go into the hole and then walk a ways until I 
finally saw the Chief and I'm like Chief, over here. I 
went back out that hole. The radio was starting to die 
because we just had been using them so long. I mean 
this is going on for hours and hours. I'm just giving 
you the more pertinent points. 

The Chief's radio was just about dead. Mine 
was still sort of working. We were getting calls from 
Chief Picciotto. He had a bull horn and he was hitting 


that off. We could hear where it was coming from, but 
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all you could see was smoke. You had no idea if it was 
up or down. You knew it was up, but you didn't know if 
there was a drop or what was going on. 

We started to make a move there and the Chief 
was like no, let's try coming from a different way, 
because it seemed like it was pretty far away from us. 
We went back out, I think -- I'm going to say it was 
just me and the Chief right now. I think we ran into 
Johnny Colon. We came back out to Trinity, I'm not 
really sure where we came out. 

Q. Okay. 

A. I'm going to say we came back out. We 
walked, I think around and we came back to West Side 
Highway and there was a bunch of Chiefs here. Then he 
was talking to the Chiefs for a while. Everybody was 
pretty shot, you know. We were drinking out of the can 
and everybody was pretty exhausted. We got there. 
There was a couple of Chiefs arguing. No one really 
knew what to do. It was pretty chaotic. The Chiefs 
are saying don't go in, don't go in, and then Chief 
Ferran was like, let's go in, we have to find these 
guys. 

Now at this point we thought Lieutenant Rohan 


was lost too because their radios were dead and there 
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was no contact with them. So now we are like, we lost 
those guys, because we didn't know what was going on 
there. We started headed back into the rubble and I 
think we went into the 3 World Trade Center. The 
building was half demolished. We went in, we climbed 
up over on top of the rubble till we get to a window. 
We went in the window and we searched in there for a 
while. 

We hooked up with a retired guy and another 
guy, I don't Know where he was from. We searched with 
those guys for a while. We searched that building and 
then we started making another move in and we got 
pulled out again, because I guess the Chiefs were 
getting more of control in the situation. They pulled 
everybody out of there. 

They conversed for a while and one of the 
guys from 22, I think it was 22 or 13, his brother was 
lost in there. He is going what the fuck is everyone 
standing around here for, let's go in, let's give one 
more push, so I hooked up with him and two other 
firemen, went back in and searched around for a while. 
He started to realize it was sort of futile and 
everybody was shot. We pulled back out and that was 


pretty much the end of what we did. 
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But I mean that was eight hours into -- I 
mean it was probably like four or five o'clock before 
we stopped. Then we all went down to the water. Then 
we ran into Lieutenant Rohan about a half an hour 
later. We realized that they were okay and that they 
had pulled out the Chief, Chief Picciotto, and the guys 
from, I think it was 6 or 7 truck. That's all the 
pertinent information I can think. 

BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Okay. That's good. 

Thank you Todd, if you have anything else you 

want to discuss, okay. Well, thank you for your 
help. The time now is 1:50 and this concludes the 


interview. 


